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Early Years Foundation Stage Policy
1. Purpose

1.1 This policy has been written to outline the philosophy, aims and principles of
early years teaching and learning in all AET primary academies. The document is to
be used as a guide and framework to support the individual academy settings.

2. Aims

2.1 The early years phase in an AET primary academy secures the foundation for
learning, development and care of each individual child to ensure their future
personal and academic success.

2.2 The aim is to enable every child to fulfil their full potential and that no child will be
left behind. All children will be taught the learning behaviours that will be the
foundation required for them to succeed in their primary and secondary learning and
beyond.

2.3 In an AET early years setting these learning behaviours will be achieved
through:-

A. High expectations for learning;
B. Clear routines and procedures that help build self-assurance for children;
C. Purposeful and challenging experiences;
D. An enabling environment;
E. Inspiring teaching that will enable the children to display a thirst for knowledge

and understanding and a love of learning;
F. The formation of a strong partnership with parents/carers;
G. An individualised approach to the pastoral care and needs of every child.

2.4 Early Years provision must:

A. Give the children security and confidence within an atmosphere of respect for
others;

B. Support and extend knowledge, skills and understanding of the children
helping them to overcome any barriers to learning;

C. Develop a strong sense of self and high levels of confidence for each child;
D. Ensure that all children feel included, secure and valued;
E. Work in partnership with parents/carers to support the children’s rapid

development, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially;
F. Work in partnership with multi- agencies including the Early years settings that

children have transferred from;
G. Build upon what the children already know and can do and extend their

interests to encourage a positive attitude towards learning;



H. Deliver the curriculum using varied approaches and teaching methods with
relevant and appropriate content that matches the different needs of young
children;

I. Encourage the children to learn for themselves by providing opportunities for
them to engage in activities planned by the teacher alongside those that they
plan or initiate themselves;

J. Allow time for the children to become engrossed, work in depth and complete
activities;

K. Develop basic skills through well-structured activities.

3. Organisation

3.1 AET primary academies follow the curriculum as detailed in the Statutory
Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage [ 2017].

4. Admission

4.1 All children must be offered full-time learning in the Early Years setting from the
first day of the September term.
Home visits and nursery visits are an essential part of the transition period so that
staff can fully understand the relationship between the child and the parent/carer and
build on this aspect of the child’s learning, as well as any pre-school experiences
that the child has received.
The recommendation is that home visits be completed before the child starts at the
academy; however, this is not always possible, so all home visits must have taken
place by the beginning of the 2nd week in September.

5. Inclusion/Equal Opportunities (Including SEN)

5.1 Children will be taught to respect the cultural differences and abilities of all the
children and their families and to recognise feelings involving other people. When
appropriate, advice and guidance will be sought from outside agencies and
professionals to support individual children. No child will be excluded or
disadvantaged because of ethnicity, culture or religion, home language, family
background, special educational needs, disability, gender or ability. The staff will
differentiate the work to meet the abilities and aptitudes of the children, offering
support and extension work as required. In the case of children with special needs,
reference must be made to the SEND Policy.

5.2 All children will be given equal access to and are encouraged to participate in all
curriculum activities.

6. Baseline and on-going assessment

6.1 AET academies will follow the Early Excellence baseline assessment for
Reception children. This must be completed by the end of the children’s second full
week in the new term.

6.2 The progression and development of all the children will be monitored and
recorded regularly. Observations of learning, summative assessments, regular



moderation of children’s work will be recorded then analysed to reflect on the
progress made and follow up needs identified. IT programmes such as Target
Tracker Link that fully support the daily achievements will be used to record evidence
of progression. 6.3 These programmes will ensure that learning achieved in the
day/week can be made available for parents/carers.

7. Learning in Early Years

7.1 The early years phase must provide the potential for learning in every activity
and situation that arises. The aim is to provide a secure and stimulating environment
in which children flourish and learn to make sense of the real world. Children will
feel valued and in turn this gives them the confidence to become active learners. The
activities devised must provide first hand experiences through learning and
discussion where children are encouraged to interact with their peers, to move with
purpose and explore a wide variety of learning situations. To facilitate this there must
be well-planned and clearly defined areas of provision and a wide range of activities,
resources and materials available supported by adults modelling the learning, these
are the non-negotiables in a Trust setting. Opportunities must be provided for
sustained activity, as well as spontaneous, self-chosen activities. Therefore to
support this there must be learning environments that are language rich in order to
stimulate the children to develop good speech and language and communication
skills. This will ensure that the children will become skilful and confident
communicators.

7.2 Every child within the setting is entitled to quality teaching and learning that
includes taught learning behaviours to ensure that at the end of the early years
phase they will be school ready. The ‘Characteristics of Effective  Learning’ are
central to ensuring that quality teaching and learning is taking place. These underpin
learning and development across all of the prime and specific areas and support the
child to remain an effective and motivated learner.
Each staff member will ensure that all children will receive valuable adult time and
that there are effective interactions between children and adults which upgrade their
quality of play and learning.

8. Learning Behaviours
8.1 These must be intentionally taught and modelled so that they will stand each
child in good stead for their future. These behaviours must focus on the ability to
actively listen, take turns, learn appropriate behaviour for all contexts, take risks,
understand failure, adopt a growth mindset, follow direct instructions, show respect
to self, others and the environment.

9. School Ready
9.1 Defining what school readiness means is an essential factor in ensuring that
children can be well prepared for starting school which is defined as year one.
The details below are set out as a guide as to what children should be able to do in
order to be ready to begin Year one.



Reception - Autumn
outcomes

Reception -Spring
outcomes

Reception -Summer
outcomes

Communication and language

Able to listen to an
instruction and respond.

Able to listen to and join
in with favourite stories
and rhymes.

Able to talk about what
we are doing now and
what might happen later.

Able to build up their
vocabulary from
experiences.

Able to listen and
respond to what my
peers and grown-ups
say.

Able to make up own
stories using a picture
book as a prompt.

Able to take their turn in
speaking.

Able to use words and
word endings like “I
went” or “I am going”
instead of “I go”.

Able to extend their
vocabulary with new
words.

Able to follow long
instructions where there
are two or more things to
do.

Able to listen to what
peers and grown-ups say
whilst doing something
else.

Able to tell an adult what
they think by using things
they have seen or heard
about.

Able to tell you what has
happened and what might
happen next when they
listen to a story.

Able to make up stories
from own experiences.

Able to speak in full
sentences using different
tenses accurately.

Able to retell actions
achieved in the right
order.
Able to use a wide range
of vocabulary.

Literacy (following the Letters and Sounds Document)
Able to tell an adult what
their marks, shapes, lines
and letters mean

Able to use letters in
writing, sometimes writing
the right letter for the
letter sound they can
hear.

Able to join in with rhymes
and stories.

Able to write high
frequency words
following the guidance
from Letters and Sounds

Able to write labels, lists
and short captions using
phonic knowledge.

Able to read short
sentences that are made
up of tricky words

Able to write sentences
that can be read by
themselves and others.

Able to write some words
correctly and make
phonetically plausible
attempts at others.

Able to write a range of
tricky words.



Able to hold a book and
turn the pages correctly.

Able to say the sounds in
a word like
“bag” and know the
letters needed to
match the sounds.

Able to read using phonic
knowledge.

Able to describe the
characters in a story and
what happens in the story
after it has been read

Mathematics (following the AET Maths Scheme)
Able to recognise familiar
numbers.
Able to count with,
recognise and order
numbers from at least
1-5.

Recognise 2D shapes:
Circle, square, triangle,
oblong,

Able to order and count
groups of objects

Able to use numbers
from at least 1 to 10 in
the correct order

Able to add groups of
two things together

Able to use words in the
right context
Big, small, heavy, light,
in, under, pound, pence.

Able to make patterns

Able to use numbers from
at least 1 to 20 in the right
order when counting
things or singing
rhymes.

Able to identify what “one
more” or “one less”
is when a number is
given.

Able to add groups of 2
things together and
tell how many they have
got altogether and to
take things away from a
group and state how
many things are left.

Able to double a number
using equipment.

Able to solve problems
that are important to the
child like sharing snacks
so that all children have
the same number of
pieces of fruit.

Understand what the
following words mean -
“big”, “small”, “heavy”,
“light”, “in”, “under”,
“pound”, “pence”.



Able to name some 3D,
such as sphere, cone ,
cube, cylinder , cuboid.

Able to make patterns and
explain what they have
done.

Physical development
Able to hold a pencil near
the point, using thumb
and two fingers.

Able to go to the toilet by
themselves.
Able to usually manage
washing and drying
hands.
Able to dress and undress
themselves with some
support e.g. pulling up a
zip after an adult has
started it.
Able to try out different
ways of moving.
Able to safely use
scissors with one hand to
make snips in paper.

Able to hold a pencil
effectively to write letters.
Able to thread beads
onto a piece of string.

Able to dress and
undress themselves
without support.

Able to move in different
ways e.g. running,
jumping etc.

Able to use scissors
safely to cut paper.

Able to confidently move
in a variety of ways e.g.
running, climbing,
jumping, skipping or
hopping.
Able to tie shoelaces.

Able to throw, catch, roll
and kick different
equipment such as large
balls, hoops, beanbags
and balloons.

Able to use scissors
safely and accurately.

Personal social and emotional development

Able to listen to an adult
or concentrate on own
task for 10 minutes.

Able to take turns when
using resources with
peers.

Able to ask an adult or
friend for help or if they
need something.

Able to usually adapt
behaviour to different
situations.

Able to concentrate on
own task for 15 minutes.

Able to confidently talk in
a group when playing
with friends.

Able to support their
peers when they are sad,
cross or worried by
giving them a hug or
sharing their toys with
them

Able to understand how
to share toys and take
turns in a larger group.

Able to concentrate on
own task for 20 minutes.

Able to willingly try out
new things.

Able to confidently talk in
a large group when with
peers and familiar adults.

Able to articulate to peers
and adults about their
feelings and why they are
feeling this way.

Able to cope when things
unexpectedly change and
adjust behaviour to
different situations.



Able to understand and
follow the behavioural
expectations of the
setting.

10.Outdoor Education in the Early Years
10.1 Opportunities to learn outdoors are essential for the development of all children.
The outdoors offer experiences and provocations that cannot be replicated anywhere
else. All strands of learning can be developed through both planned and
child-initiated play. All academies must offer children a sustained time outdoors to
play and develop their learning. This is imperative for the vital development of the
‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ To ensure that this learning takes place all year
round children need to have access to appropriate clothing such as wellington boots
and waterproofs for inclement weather.

10.2 Outdoor learning contributes to and promotes a positive response to personal
health, safety and well-being. It helps children gain an awareness of the need for
sustainable relationships between people and the environment and encourages the
growth of self-esteem, cooperation with others and personal responsibility.

10.3 In an AET Early Years setting the outdoor area must:

A. Give children the freedom to explore, use their senses and be physically
active. Provide opportunities for large mark making and writing and include
writing resources such as chalks, paint brushes with water, pencils and
clipboards. Reading opportunities in the forms of signs, labels and simple
stories and sequences.

B. Provide opportunities for mathematical development such as opportunities for
counting natural objects, comparing of length and weight with real life objects
such as sticks and stones. Be able to solve problems using mathematical
knowledge and understanding.

C. Include a quiet area for activities such as reading and observation.

D. Provide opportunities for large scale construction and gross-motor
development through sports equipment and other open-ended resources.

E. Include an area for sensory mud/water play ideally a ‘mud kitchen’ with free
access to water.

10.4 In AET academies it is recommended that children must be involved in
purposeful physical learning for 25% of the day.

11. Training/Professional Development

11.1 The early years staff are supported and encouraged to continue their
development and the aim is that all early years’ teachers and support staff, through
training and experience, will observe and respond appropriately to the children,
building upon their knowledge and understanding of how children develop and learn.



12.Health and Safety

12.1 Priority will be given to children’s safety at all times. The teacher will be
responsible for teaching and implementing safety rules and practices.


